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Dear Ms. Krell,
                                  
The Office of the Washington State Auditor has completed our response to your public
records request sent in via email, as follows:

 

We're hearing that a complaint was filed with the SAO related to a condo
project in downtown Puyallup. 

If that's true, is there anything you can tell me? Are you able to share a
copy of the complaint? My cell is 907-982-0659.

 
We have attached all the responsive records found to fulfill your request with us. 
Please let us know if you have any questions, concerns or issues regarding this
request.  We will now consider this closed.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
 

Mary Leider, CPRO
Public Records Officer, Office of the Washington State Auditor
(564) 999-0919 (find me anywhere via Teams)
Let us help you improve your cyber health: #BeCyberSmart.
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H-22-310 Contact Information 
 


Hotline ID: H-22-310 
Date of Submission: 8/29/2022 
Submission Method: Web 


Submission Type: Citizen 
Staff:  


Author (Last, First): Pennie 
Address:  


City:  
State: WA 


Zip:  
Home Phone:  
Work Phone:  


Mobile Phone:  
Email: penniesaum@me.com 


Can Contact: Yes 
Contact Preference: Mobile Phone 


Anonymous: No 
Waived 


Confidentiality: No 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  


 


 







H-22-310 Details Information 
 
What state or local organization is involved? 
 
 
Please identify the specific concerns you are hoping the audit will address. 
The City of Puyallup is promoting a new condo establishment called "The Ezra", some are 
pre-selling for over 1$ million dollars. Recently the Mayor Dean Johnson posted that he 
sold one and that folks need to check it out. This is currently still showing as city property, 
the Council is all gung-ho. 
 
Please provide a detailed description of the assertion or outstanding achievement, 
including who, when, where, what, how and how much. 
Ezra development condos and the Mayor of the City of Puyallup. Conflict of interest - why is 
the Mayor selling these extreme condos downtown puyallup? 1million + - there is another 
area where they are moving out folks from a manufactured home park in the city and they 
are cutting them short too. Something isn't right. 
 
How did this issue come to your attention? 
Several community members, trying to figure out why the Mayor, Dean Johnson is posting 
selling these high end condos where the property still shows owned by the city of puyallup 
and there is a sales office in a city building. 
 
What employee(s), contractors, etc., were involved in the assertion or achievement? 
Please include employee titles if possible. 
Mayor Dean Johnson, City Council Member Dennis King, 
 
Please provide the names of any witnesses to the assertion or achievement, if 
possible. 
Joe Colombo 
 
Please provide any additional details or comments that would help us understand 
your assertion or achievement. 
Please check into what the city council and Mayor is doing, these goings on do not seem 
ethical or right. 







H-22-310 Referral Information 
 


Hotline ID: H-22-310 
Date of Submission: 8/29/2022 


Entity Type: Local 
Entity Category Type: City/Town 


Entity: Puyallup, City of 
Sub Entity Name:  


Category: Accounting/Financial Reporting 
1-2 sentence 


description 
of concern: 


The City of Puyallup is promoting a new condo establishment 
called "The Ezra", some are pre-selling for over 1$ million 
dollars. Recently the Mayor Dean Johnson posted that he sold 
one and that folks need to check it out. This is currently still 
showing as city property, the Council is all gung-ho. 


Report Issued: No 
Reporting Type: Verbal Resolution 
Report Number:  


Investigation 
Contracted: No 


Contract Number:  
Contract Name:  


Billing Time Code:  
Costs:  


Public Records 
Request: Yes 


Flag for Annual 
Report: No 


Substantiated: No 
ARRA: No 


Action: Referred to Audit Team - Consider Next Audit 
Audit Team: Tacoma 


Audit Team Contact: saundra950@sao.wa.gov 
cc: #CC1# 
cc: #CC2# 
cc: #CC3# 
cc: #CC4# 


Referral Date: 8/30/2022 
Action Taken: No 


Response Date:  
Report Date:  


Follow Up Date:  
Date Closed: 9/25/2024 


 







H-22-310 Referral Information 
 


Hotline ID: H-22-310 
Date of Submission: 8/29/2022 
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Entity Category Type: City/Town 
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Category: Accounting/Financial Reporting 
1-2 sentence 


description 
of concern: 


The City of Puyallup is promoting a new condo establishment 
called "The Ezra", some are pre-selling for over 1$ million 
dollars. Recently the Mayor Dean Johnson posted that he sold 
one and that folks need to check it out. This is currently still 
showing as city property, the Council is all gung-ho. 


Report Issued: No 
Reporting Type: Verbal Resolution 
Report Number:  


Investigation 
Contracted: No 


Contract Number:  
Contract Name:  


Billing Time Code:  
Costs:  


Public Records 
Request: Yes 


Flag for Annual 
Report: No 


Substantiated: No 
ARRA: No 


Action: Referred to Audit Team - Consider Next Audit 
Audit Team: Tacoma 


Audit Team Contact: saundra950@sao.wa.gov 
cc: #CC1# 
cc: #CC2# 
cc: #CC3# 
cc: #CC4# 


Referral Date: 8/30/2022 
Action Taken: No 


Response Date:  
Report Date:  


Follow Up Date:  
Date Closed: 9/25/2024 
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SAO Citizen Hotline Concern

		From

		Groshong, Saundra (SAO)

		To

		penniesaum@me.com

		Recipients

		penniesaum@me.com



Hello, 



Thank you for submitting your concerns regarding the City of Puyallup through our Citizen Hotline website. We will be starting the City of Puyallup’s Accountability audit soon and will reach out to you during our planning to discuss your concerns. 



 



Thank you again,  



Saundra



 



 







Saundra Groshong



Team Tacoma Audit Manager, Office of the Washington State Auditor



Program Manager for Transit Authorities, RTPO’s, and TBD’s



(253) 523-3037 | saundra.groshong@sao.wa.gov



We are hiring! Go to sao.wa.gov/jobs to see our openings. 



 



 





image003.png








City of Puyallup Conflict of Interest Investigation

		From

		Joseph Colombo

		To

		Clack, Morgan (SAO)

		Recipients

		clackm@sao.wa.gov



External Email



Per our phone conversation today, here are screenshots of Mayor Johnson's Facebook page and a pdf of an email chain with the city of Puyallup.



Thanks,



Joe Colombo




Email to City.pdf




RE: Has Mayor Dean Johnson pre-sold a condo from a complex he voted to approve?



Steve Kirkelie <SKirkelie@PuyallupWA.gov>
Fri 9/9/2022 3:47 PM



To: Joseph Colombo <joe_colombo@hotmail.com>
Cc: Julie Door <JDoor@PuyallupWA.gov>



Good afternoon Joe (“cc” Councilmember Door)
 
Staff has reviewed this matter and there is no legal conflict of interest in Mayor Johnson selling a
condominium in the proposed Ezra private development project. 
 
The general rule for conflicts of interest pertaining to a City Councilmember, in this case, is that a the
Councilmember cannot use their position to “secure special privileges or exemptions” for themselves or
“receive compensation” from a private entity for their work as a City Councilmember.  City Council approved
the purchase and sale agreement - that is the extent of City Council’s legislative actions to date on this
project.  A private party is marketing the condominiums as part of a private development project and Mayor
Johnson in his private capacity, just like any other realtor, can assist private customers in purchasing a
condominium in the proposed private development project.  Mayor Johnson did reach out to staff prior to
engaging in real estate sales and confirmed that there was no legal conflict of interest in him representing a
client purchasing a condominium at the Ezra project recognizing and complying with the foregoing conflict of
interest requirements.    
 
Thank you for the email, I hope you have a good weekend.
 
Steve
 
Steve Kirkelie
City Manager
City of Puyallup
333 S. Meridian
Puyallup, WA 98371
(253) 435-3620 (p)
skirkelie@puyallupwa.gov
 
From: Joseph Colombo <joe_colombo@hotmail.com> 

Sent: Friday, August 26, 2022 10:41 AM

To: Julie Door <JDoor@PuyallupWA.gov>

Cc: Steve Kirkelie <SKirkelie@PuyallupWA.gov>

Subject: Re: Has Mayor Dean Johnson pre-sold a condo from a complex he voted to approve?
 
CAUTION: This is an External Email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you are expecting them.
 
Thank you, Julie. Here is another Facebook screenshot confirming it is indeed The Ezra building he is
referencing. This is a comment on his publicly viewable post from June 16, 2022. He seems to have edited
his post now to remove the reference of pre-selling a unit.




vhttps://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?
story_fbid=pfbid02gre2fNcYVmcPwruL3kx45kcmS8VJSCGbr9cyrCe26v5dn3KtYcRSGVdyCEYRu3Bl&id=10
0052549951506
 
Joe



From: Julie Door <JDoor@PuyallupWA.gov>

Sent: Thursday, August 25, 2022 12:15 PM

To: Joseph Colombo <joe_colombo@hotmail.com>
Cc: Steve Kirkelie <SKirkelie@PuyallupWA.gov>

Subject: RE: Has Mayor Dean Johnson pre-sold a condo from a complex he voted to approve?
 
Hello Joe,
 
By way of this email, I am forwarding your inquiry to City Manager Kirkelie for follow-up.
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Best regards,
 
Julie
 
From: Joseph Colombo <joe_colombo@hotmail.com> 

Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 10:53 PM

To: Julie Door <JDoor@PuyallupWA.gov>

Subject: Has Mayor Dean Johnson pre-sold a condo from a complex he voted to approve?
 
CAUTION: This is an External Email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you are expecting them.
 
Hi Julie,
 
I saw this post on Facebook by Mayor Dean Johnson. From my guess he seems to be referencing The Ezra.
Since the council voted to sell the land for the Ezra complex to the developer, wouldn't it be a conflict of
interest for a sitting council member to sell units and make a profit off it?
 
Thanks,
 
Joe Colombo
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Dean Ezra 1.png

[\ Dean Johnson e
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Have you thought about a new condo in the heart of downtown Puyallup?

Well good news, | just pre-sold one yesterday for one of my clients!

If you would like consider one for yourself contact me directly before they sell out
and | will get you all the details.
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Dean Ezra 2.png

@ Mary Jo Allen

Very nice! Where are they being built?

Like Reply 9w

Dean Johnson

Hi Mary Jo Allen

they are going to be built in a vacant lot right behind the library
and right in the heart of downtown!

Would you like me to get you some additional details for you?

Like Reply 9w

@ Mary Jo Allen

Sure! | am curious &

Like Reply 9w






Dean Ezra 3.png

Hi Linda Spencer thank you for your comments!
The condos are not built yet and this picture is just an example
of some possible decor ideas.

Like Reply 9w

Linda Spencer
Dean Johnson | used to live in Puyallup... town and hill... loved

it
(V)

Like Reply 9w

Marj Hanaway
Dean Johnson where will these be built?

Like Reply 9w

Dean Johnson

Hi Marj Hanaway

they are going to be built in a vacant lot right behind the library ...
and right in the heart of downtown.

Would you like me to get you some additional details?

Like Reply 9w
Friday, June 17, 2022 at 3:09 PM

Dean Johnson FABULOUS location! My friend lived in the one
across from the Safeway... Just lovely!

o

Like Reply 9w

Dean Johnson

Linda Spencer yes the location is amazing. | am confident they
will sell out before they are even built because the two other
downtown condos (one across from Safeway and the other
above the Anthem coffee building) are never vacant very long
after they come on the market!

o

Like Reply 9w







